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Unit Study Questions
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation


Unit 4 Study Questions
The following questions refer to the Matson, et al. (1999) article: (#2 and 3 are required)
2. Is using the QABF better than using an experimental-analog functional assessment? Why or why not?
	Yes, using QABF is considered to be much more effective and better in comparison to using experimental-analog assessment. This is due to the fact that experimental-analog functional assessment presents its users with psychometric and procedural problems. QABF is a reliable tool that serves to increase efficiency and effectiveness in setting down of behavioral functions in a psychometric manner.
3. Describe what the QABF is and what specific information it provides.
	Questions About Behavioral Functions (QABF) is a checklist which is designed to provide an assessment of antecedent behavior. The QABF provides information on behavioral functions and the variables that maintain problem behavior which include non-social reinforcement, social attention, physical discomfort, escape, and tangible reinforcement. Also, QABF provides information on treatments that serve to reduce aberrant behavioral conduct.
The following questions refer to the Anderson and Long (2002) article: (#1, 2, 3, 4 are required) 
1. What kind of information does a descriptive assessment provide and how is this information different than information found using an analogue functional analysis?
	The information provided by descriptive assessment is about reinforcement schedules that occur without intervention and in a natural manner as well as information on distinctive variables which are linked to problem behavior. This is achieved through directly observing events and behaviors as they occur in an individual's environment with imposing controls to the environmental variables. This is different from analog function systems which impose a great deal of control on environmental variables and whose results are direct conclusions on function behavior
2. Describe what a structured descriptive assessment (SDA) is.
	This is a method designed to assess and observe the occurrence of behaviors and behaviors with limited control over the variables in the surrounding conditions or the particular environment.
3. Describe the limitations of a descriptive assessment vs. an analog functional analysis.
	The restrictions of descriptive assessments compared to functional analysis is that data obtained from this method is only correlational to the environment and therefore limits one's ability to make casual statements. The second limitation is that it is hard to be able to identify the consequences of reinforcements if the reinforcement of behavior is only done occasionally. The final limitation of descriptive assessment is that relevant functional stimuli may fail to occur as the method does not control antecedent and consequent stimuli.
4. What information does an analogue functional analysis provide?
	The analogue FA presents information on the reinforcement sources that preserve and enable aberrant behaviors.
The following questions refer to the Cipani and Schock text (2001) Chapter 1 (#2 is required):
1. What are some of the problems with descriptive assessment data as it is commonly used, such as an A-B-C chart? How does the trigger analysis with the behavioral description presented in this book differ from that? How would you use a trigger analysis with a behavioral description for discerning the function of a problem behavior?
	The issues that are associated with descriptive behavior is that it fails to obtain sufficient definition and description of the antecedent condition from its user. The second issue is that there exists a propensity of viewing social attention as the factor that results in all behaviors. Trigger analysis is different differs from this as it has the ability to collect data on problem behaviors that are less frequent (infrequent). I would use the trigger analysis with description behavior to focus on behavior and consequent event analysis with the use of a specific given condition of MO. 
Unit 5 Study Questions
The following questions refer to the Iwata et al. (1994) article: (#1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 are required) 
1. Describe the four experimental conditions.
	The four experimental conditions are; alone, academic demand, unstructured play and the final condition was the social disapproval. Social disapproval involved attention in the form of disapproval and concern statements being issued to subject depending on each situation of self-injury. The academic demand conditions involved an education program being selected that was based on a special education evaluation carried out admission. The unstructured play condition involved subjects to move, act and play freely with the experimenter being in close proximity to make observations. The final condition was the alone condition which involved the subject being left alone in a room without any form of external stimulation. The observation that victims use SIB to attract attention or due to the attention derived from it.
2. What do the authors believe the function is for the alone condition? What did they observe during the study to give them this idea?
	The aim of the experimental alone function was deciding conditions that would be considered impoverished. This was after the observation that suggested self-produced reinforcements that were of sensory nature motivates self-stimulatory behavior.
3. What do the authors believe the function is for the academic condition? What did they observe during the study to give them this idea?
	This was to determine if negative reinforcements resulting from the need to avoid situations that were demanding maintained self-injury. They observed that negative reinforcement led to an increase in SIB incidences
4. What do the authors believe the function is for the social disapproval condition? What did they observe during the study to give them this idea?
	They believe that it was to determine the impacts of social disapproval on self-injurious and other behaviors. The observation during the study was that social disapproval 
5. Some of the subjects in the study demonstrated SIB across all conditions. What did the authors attribute that to?
	This is because SIB is usually motivated by more than one varying source of reinforcements
6. What do the authors identify as limitations to their results?
	The method failed to regulate subtle elements of contingencies that might have an effect on behavior. The second restriction to the results was that there was lack of a completeness in the analysis in the sense that. Additionally, the technique used did not compare to the negative reinforcement in any way.
The following questions refer to the Piazza et al. (1997) study (# 11, 12, 13, 15, 17 are required):
1. (11) Why was elopement chosen as a behavior to treat and how was it functionally defined?
	Elopement was selected as behavior to treat due to the potential dangers it poses to children with a behavior problem and the fact that it may hinder acquisition of skills in a classroom. Elopement is repeated trials to leave from appointed areas without the authorization from the relevant authority. 
2. (12)What was the general method used?
	The general procedure utilized was conducting a FA of incidences of elopement with each of the three research participants and in situations where the findings of the analysis were not clear reinforce assessments were carried out. These results were finally joined with treatment programs.
3. (13)  With the subject of Ray, what did the authors determine was the function of his elopement and how was it treated?
	The function of Ray’s elopement was frequently running away when out in the community to go and obtain food. The elopement was treated using the differential reinforcement of other behavior (DRO). 
4. (15) With the subject Owen, how was the function of his elopement assessed?
The function of Owen's elopement was assessed using the multi-element design. 
5. (17) Why was the assessment of Ty's elopement different from the other subjects and how was it completed?
	Ty’s assessment was subjected to emerged as different from that of the other two subjects as it was carried out in an open common area that simulated conditions in the natural environment in which Ty had eloped.
Unit 6 Study Questions
The following questions refer to the Vollmer et al. (1995) study (#1 is required):
1. How did the authors develop their functional analysis model and how does it compare to the Iwata et al. (1994) functional analysis model?
	The FA model developed by the authors based on the prescription of Iwata et al. (1994). However, the authors incorporated a number of variations to their functional analysis model. The method was developed by conducting multiple assessments until there was stability in response patterns and completing the assessment as rapidly as possible due to the need to stabilize results. The model compared the Iwata et al. (1994) in that it recent 3epidemiological data is in support of its usefulness in identifying the functions of behaviors that are aberrant.
The following questions refer to the Ervin et al. (1998) article (#2 is required):
2. What are some advantages and disadvantages of functional analysis conducted in applied vs. analogue settings?
	The advantages of FA are that it is tightly connected to the respective intervention compared to analogue settings which lack this kind of connection. However, the functional analysis that is conducted in the applied setting has the disadvantage of its focus is primarily on problem behaviors that are observed among persons suffering from developmental disabilities. 
The following questions refer to the Beavers, Iwata and Lerman (2013) article (#1 and 3 are required):
1. What recommendations were made for best practices by Hanley et al. (2003)? Do results found in the current study compare with results from the Hanley et al. study?
	Hanley et al. (2003) made recommendations that for a study to be included it must have a pretreatment assessment that had their basis on directly observing and measuring problem behaviors that were conducted under at least a minimum of two environment variables controlled and manipulated with the aim of demonstrating the relationship between behaviors and events in the environment. Yes, the current study results compare with the Hanley et al. study in terms of tests for social maintenance through the use of social negative reinforcement which increased slightly from 89.2% to 91.8%  and those for social-positive reinforcements which were at par with the Hanley et al. study.
2. (3) Why is it important to know the function of problem behavior when attempting to understand variables that affect treatment success?
	It is beneficial to know the functions as they help one to be able to identify underlying mechanisms of interventions that are commonly used. Also, it helps in the development of strategies for improving treatment outcomes.
The following questions refer to the Cipani and Schock text, Chapter 3 (#1, 2, 3, 4, 6 are required):
1. What are the characteristics of function-based classification systems?	
I. The first characteristic is that it uses the diagnosis of a characteristic of behavior problem and not the characteristics of a patient.
II. It involves prescriptive differential treatment that obtained from the diagnosis that is differential
III. The conclusion of the assessment phase is the diagnosis phase
IV. On top of behavior rate, context and variables are incorporated in the collected assessment data
2. Why is it incorrect to say, “He tantrums because he has autism?” What is a more appropriate, behavior analytic way to say this instead?
	It is wrong because the initial analysis fails to reveal the function of the behavior. It is more beneficial and correct to analyze and asses the context variables.


3. Why does propose the idea of moving toward a function-based classification system? What’s wrong with the current system used to diagnose?
	The author advocates for the movement towards function-based classification as it does not dictate any particular function thus leading to more accurate diagnosis. This is in contrast with the current system of diagnosis which does not asses all the possible environmental contexts thus leading to superficial diagnosis.
4. Why is it important to assess contextual variables as part of the assessment?
	It helps in understanding why some consequent events act as reinforcers at specific times
5. (6) Why does replace the term “direct access” for “automatic reinforcement?”
	It gets rid possible incidences of misinterpretations of the ambiguous phrase, automatic. Additionally, not all stereotypical behaviors involving direct access result in sensory reinforcement’s contingency for maintenance.
Unit 7 Study Questions
Question group 1, Touchette, MacDonald and Langer (1985) (#1, 3, 4 are required)
1. What information does a scatterplot provide vs. a traditional line graph when collecting data on severe problem behavior? Why is this important when attempting to understand behavior that may occur throughout the day under various conditions?
	Scatter plots give information that identifies patterns of response rates in their natural occurrence. This helps suggest events in the environment that usually cause undesirable behavior. 
2. (3) In what way can data present on a scatterplot be useful in prescribing a treatment for reducing problem behavior?
	Identifying environmental features that lead to undesirable behavior. The second importance is that it can identify dramatic and infrequent undesirable behavior. Thirdly, it pinpoints with certainty the periods within which severe undesirable behaviors occur.
3. (4) Do the authors believe that scatter plots provide the same detail in determining a function of behavior through a functional analysis? Why or why not?
	No. This is due to the fact that scattered plots provide precise information and also records infrequent behavior.
Questions group 2: Lalli et al. (1995) (#1 and 5 are required)
1. Describe what a response class is.
	It is a class of responses which are topographically similar or different that is defined by common consequences that are produced by individual members of the group.
5.  How might empirically identifying response class hierarchies have important clinical implications?
	It increases the validity of the information observed with regards to consequences produced by individual members of the group.
Unit 8 Study Questions
Question for Hagopian et al. (1997). The following are required: #1, 2, 5, 7
1.  What information is revealed from visual examination of functional analysis data?
	The information provided by visually examining FA data is on the methods researchers and clinicians employ in the interpretation of FA graphs
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Describe the purpose of the study and why it is important for data analysis.
	The purpose of the study was to determine type's behavior maintenance reinforcers and how to improve information efficacy through function-based treatments.
3. (5) What do the results in Studies 2 and 3 suggest?
	They suggest that multi-element Fas applied sequentially and being coupled with extended analyses resulted in differentiated outcomes for similar participants.
4. (7) Briefly summarize the procedures followed and results obtained in Study 3.
	Judges provided individual definitions of visual examination of functional analysis. This was followed by a review of the judges score shit so as to get rid of discrepancies. This was followed by the judges seeking a consensus on the classification of the data in the most appropriate column. The results were a differential outcome whose basis was on the participant’s extended responses.
Question for Roane et al. (2013). The following are required: 1, 2, 5, 7, 8
1. Why is visual inspection of FA data important; what does it tell us?
	It is critical for the identification of a functional relationship that exists between an occurrence of problem behavior and independent variables.
2. What is the four-point system that is typically used when interpreting FA data?
	The number of data points presented in a specific phase is the first part of the four-point system. The second part is the data point's variability. The level of the collected data is the third point, and the fourth point is the direction and degree of trends.
3. (5) Were there any differences in visual inspection of FAs by those with advanced training in behavior analysis vs. those who are not? Explain.
	Yes. They differ as those in charge of reviewing this study were trainees in advanced training behavior analysis and therefore the modified criterion for visual-inspection was not known.
4. (7.) Describe the limitations to the procedures used and how these limitations might affect FA visual inspection procedures?
	The method fails to factor in clinical judgments in relation intensity of behavior, and interference through multiple treatments. Also, the limitations are time consuming where he participants take a lot of time in comprehending the procedures. This brings in some complications in the process of identifying and following up the visual inspection procedures.
5. (8) Do the authors suggest that visual analysis is the best way to interpret FA outcomes? Why or why not?
	No. This is due failure to account for clinical judgments thus recommending that FA analysis should be used in conjunction with other methods of analyzing and interpreting FA outcomes.

